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Rayrai Suveeranont is an eight-year-old girl who has kept a daily journal since
the age of six. This fun collection is named “Rayrai Raiwan” (RayRai Daily).
What began as an online page for close family and friends was within 18

months a social media sensation closing in on 200,000 likes.

RayRai RaiWan began when she signed up for the “Children Notebooks”
project. This was a campaign by both the Office of Contemporary Art and
Culture of the Ministry of Culture and Makut Onrudee of Butterfly Books.

With her mother’s support RayRai records the most interesting experience,
event or person in her day. Entries include travelling with Mum in the car, fun
with friends, lessons at school, her grandmother’s delicious steak, and of
course RayRai and her twin baby brothers Gonmek and Sailom. Each of her
short narratives is shared online for her growing fan-base. Her writing is widely
loved for its sense of humour, refreshing honesty and the innocent outlook of

the people, places and events surrounding her.
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From Atticus

‘The TV is naughty!” declares Rayrai in her delightful diary. Every page is filled
with similarly witty reflections and child-like innocence. It offers you a joyful

perspective on life through the eyes of a eight-year old girl.

On first reading Rayrai’s diary, | was captured by its enchanting style. In fact,
after only reading a few of her entries, | was inspired to translate them into
English. | shared this with my mum and she contacted Rayrai’s mother. Before
long, | was honoured to learn that Rayrai’s mother had introduced me as the

translator on her Facebook page.

As an eleven-year old boy from the UK, I've met many eight-year old girls and
can certainly identify with what it is to be a child in the 21st century. Rayrai has
a gift for finding the humour in everyday life. For example, she describes being
woken by her ‘alarm clock’ twin brothers and the frustration of missing a sushi
on a sushi train. Most of her entries include humorous illustrations that really

support her observations.

For me, this book is special because the little things in life help us to

understand the big things... Rayrai definitely has this covered!

Atticus T Goldsmith
2016 November, 30
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Atticus T Goldsmith is an eleven year old boy who lives in London with his
Mother and Father and his dog Newton. He is in the 6th grade, loves Maths
and Science and will start high school next year. Through his mom and the
internet he found RayRai Raiwan and became a follower. He volunteers to
translate RayRai’s dairy into English. This translation is an ongoing project.

Following are some examples of his work.
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WEDNESDAY 15™ JULY 2015

The teacher gave everyone jobs to do. Some people gave out
homework, some cleaned up the tables, some did the register and
some took people to the water fountain. Do you want to know what
| did? | had to take people to the toilet! The teacher asked me to
see if they had flushed...or not. Today | took 6 people to the toilet:
Nammon, Tonhom, Bonus, Bella, Dream, and Nuy. But if | need to

go, | go alone.
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MONDAY 2"° NOVEMBER 2015

Last night, mum turned off the light. She said to get some sleep
since it's an early morning tomorrow and you might wake up late.
It's the first day of school tomorrow. | told mum not to worry. In this
room there are two alarm clocks and they’re not ordinary. They can
walk and cry very loud. So | have to wake up. They don’t go
‘tick-tock’ but they go ‘Ahhhhhh! and ‘Jah! Jah!'. If | don’t wake up,

they come and sit on me and hit me.
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SATURDAY 12" DECEMBER 2015

Today is my mum’s birthday. When | woke up, | called my brothers
to sing happy birthday. They couldn’t sing yet so | just shook their
hands. Mum smiled and said “Thank you,”.

Grandma told me that when Mum was born, Grandma didn’t expect
it; since she was only seven months old. Grandma said that Mum
was as tiny as a mouse when she was bom. The doctor put her in
an incubator for many days. When Mum was a baby, she cried very
loud. In the day she slept, in the night she cried. So Grandpa

named her ‘Cicada’.
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THURSDAY 7™ JANUARY 2016

In the exam room it was like the room was filled with kid statues.
My friends and | sat perfectly still. Nobody talked. The room was
silent. | heard a friend in another row drop a pencil. Someone in
front of me opened their pencil case. | could hear the air
conditioning.

Everyone focused on the exam. Suddenly, | heard the song ‘Let It
Go’ sung quietly. | know this song! | turned around. It wasn’t sung
by an ice queen, it was an ice king; because the person who was

singing it was a boy!
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TUESDAY 2"° FEBRUARY 2016

| brought home 6 pieces of crepe. | bought them for my twin
brothers and I. We were going to have two pieces each, 2+2+2
equals 6. When | saw them | was disappointed because only one of
them was awake, the other one was sleeping. Grandma told me not
to wake him up. So | shared the crepes with Mek, we had three
pieces each. The crepe was very yummy. | would have kept some
for Wind but Mek cried when his share was finished. Mek must
have been very hungry. | had to give him some more because if he
screamed, Grandma would get a headache. When Wind wakes up,
| will tell him the truth. Tomorrow | will get more crepes. He will be

okay, he is a good boy.
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FRIDAY 24™ JUNE 2016

Today | ate sushi at a sushi train. | learnt that if you want
something but it goes pass, you don’t have to be sad. It will come
right back again. There was a dish that my mom really wanted and
| tried to grab it for her but | was too late. Everyone was
disappointed, as if they were going to miss out, so | told her that it

would come back round. Unless someone else took it first...
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WEDNESDAY 6™ JULY 2016

I've never played in the rain before. At school | used to just put my
hands out to catch the rain. | want to ask my mum if | could play in
the rain. If she let me, | would also ask if Gonmek and Sailom could
come and play with me. They would have been so excited! It would
have been like having a shower in a gigantic room with a gigantic
shower head. But you can’t adjust the temperature or how hard it

comes down. All of that depends on the sky.
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Today 15 @ lovely Safurday -
Mom ond Dad take mefo Amazon
Not the forest in Saulh America
it it s a cofe in Thailand - My
dod Soid There are a lof of trees
and animals in frmazon . Buf Cafe
Amoazon has Many Cofee menus,
Cakes and people . T wish T could

be there o real 7Fmozon Someday:
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