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Foreword

From stone, wood and metal to paper, photography and digital media, many different types of 
media have been used by people of all backgrounds and generations to record their histories, 
values and cultures. Many stories have had a profound impact on human society and culture, and 
carried spiritual meaning for thousands of years. To make the collective memory of humanity 
more complete, UNESCO’s Memory of the World Programme was created with the aim to preserve 
archives and documents from aging, damage and loss. The Programme also encourages more 
people, especially younger generations, to access and raise awareness about the priceless testimonies 
of their own countries and the whole world.

To introduce young children to the value of documentary heritage and stimulate their interest in 
diverse histories and cultures, UNESCO has prepared this book under the Memory of the World 
Programme targeting at first the primary school level. The book introduces the Memory of the 
World Programme in Asia and the Pacific through a colourful narrative of written and illustrated 
descriptions as well as carefully compiled information and photographs about inscribed items from 
different countries. This account includes a visually rich sequence of collections from the Asia-
Pacific region, but also some of the most popular internatiomal inscriptions. The three characters 
depicted in the narrative make discoveries and gradually collect their stories as part of their 
exploration driven by a quest for wisdom, knowledge and peace.

The book also highlights important themes embedded in documentary heritage such as languages, 
religions, geography, gender equality, cross-cultural understanding and human rights among others. 
The last section includes creative exercises to encourage young readers to help in archiving and 
collecting documentary heritage, and explain the selection, preservation and access processes to the 
collections and archives.

In line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, UNESCO is committed to ensure 
quality education for all, and to promote universal access to the world’s invaluable cultural and 
documentary heritage.

For young readers, we hope you will enjoy learning, discovering and creating your own archives to 
tell your stories and preserve your memory. Our heritage depends on you!

For parents and educators, we hope this book will encourage you to understand the importance of 
protecting the world’s documentary heritage and to explain the Memory of the World Programme 
and its mission to children beginning at an early age.

Shigeru Aoyagi
Director

UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education 
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tia

tia loves the outdoors and is 
always ready to set off on an 
adventure. her favourite way 
of experiencing the world is 
to hike and climb up on high 

mountains.

pokpok

pokpok likes to be cozy at home 
with a bowl of his favourite 
crunchy snacks. but he also 
ventures out, especially at 
night, to explore gardens and 
trees from where he gazes at 
the moon and stars.
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jik
jik is a book worm who wants 
to learn every detail of the 
places he visits. when he 
imagines different places in 
the world, he often gets lost 
in his daydreams.
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On a clear sunny day,

Tia, Jik and PokPok were on their 
way to a picnic...

Then out of nowhere,
they heard a mysterious voice.
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“Gather, record and remember as 
much as you can along the way...”
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“And this suitcase is special...
It may not look so big but it can contain 
even large documents...”
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The three friends opened the suitcase to 
check if there was something unusual 
inside. But they did not find anything.

They will have to see if something unusual 
happens along the way...
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chapter

Tia, Jik and PokPok must 
be well prepared for this 
adventure...

First they are going to check 
some books and archive 
boxes at the library.
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One day, they find a mysterious 
black box...

It’s making a strange noise 
and something is moving inside...

What is it????
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“I will take you on an imaginary path 
and teach you a few things... Jump inside!”
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The three friends jump into the 
black box and then it closes above 
their heads. 
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Suddenly, 
a path appears in front of them...

With a black door at the very end.

What will appear on the other side?
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Since ancient times, people have 
been writing and leaving traces 
about who they are and what they 
believe in...

ubayd zakoni, from tajikistan

loamaafaanu,
scriptures on copperplates
from the maldives

the records of daily reflections
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Books were the most 
common documents in 
the past. But other unusual 
written objects also existed... 

Some inscriptions even 
stayed for a long time hidden 
in caves...

hikayat hang tuah, an ancient book from malaysia

loamaafaanu,
scriptures on copperplates
from the maldives

paleographs with poetry and 
writings from the philippines
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The Memory of the World programme was 
created by UNESCO* to make sure that the 
documents will not disappear and will be 
protected for future generations to see.

* UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.
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official records 
of Tibet 

from the Yuan Dynasty

Each document is made of two things: the 
information content and the carrier (or 
medium). The carrier is the material used to 
make the document. 

‘Pyeon-Aek’ wooden sign from Korea

tibetan-mongolian dictionary on 
wood plaques 
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Here are the 
criteria for selecting 
documents for 
inscription on the 
Memory of the 
World register.

It’s not that easy!
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The document is proof that change has happened, for 
example that a discovery or invention has been made.

The document contains information about an 
important place, and may provide a description of 
the environment, cities, or institutions that have 
disappeared.

The document captures important movements or 
transitions experienced by individuals or groups.

The document may represent specific developments 
in the sciences, politics or the arts.

The document may have outstanding artistic, stylistic 
or linguistic value. It may also be a format or style that 
is disappearing.

The document relates to specific aspects of a 
community that are identified by their unique values.
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Wars, natural disasters and chemical damage  led 
to the destruction of many precious documents in 
the past... We must make sure that documents are 
protected!

So why is it 
important to keep 
a memory of the 
world?
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Documents related to 
women are still too rare 
in the world’s archives 
and records. We also need 
to share more stories by 
women and about the role 
of women in history.

Without documents, 
memory can 
disappear. We have to 
create and preserve the 
documents to know 
the past, by recording 
the present.

A world without memory would be like a 
world without maps, without information...
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bamboo

A type of woody grass with a hollow space 
and which grows mainly in tropical areas. 

stone

Hard non-metallic mineral matter of which 
rock is made.

animal fur

The fur was often used to make brushes to 
write very fine scripts. 

 

animal bone / shell

Turtle shell or cow shoulder bones like the 
oracle bone inscriptions in China.

clay

A sticky fine-grained earth that can be 
moulded when wet and is dried and baked. 

to make bricks, pottery and ceramics.

wood plaque

A usually narrow piece of wood on which 
scripts are carved.

In the past, people 
had to use many 
different kinds of 
materials to make 
their documents...
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woodblocks

A block of wood that is carved or shaped to 
make prints with texts and/or drawings.

metal

A solid material which is typically hard, 
shiny, and malleable, ranging from iron to 

gold, silver, and aluminium.) 

paper

Material invented in China that is made 
from the pulp of wood and other fibres, used 

in sheets for writing, drawing, or printing.  

precious stones

A piece of mineral crystal, rock or other 
organic material that is cut and polished to 

adorn special objects and accessories. 

papyrus

A material prepared in ancient Egypt from 
the stem of a water plant and used in sheets 
(like paper) in the Mediterranean region for 

writing and painting. 

palm leaves

From the palm tree, an unbranched tree of 
tropical and warm regions, the leaves are 

long-feathered and fan-shaped.

tree bark

Bark is the outermost layer of woody plants 
and when cut thinly can be used like paper. 

ivory

A hard cream-coloured material composing 
the main part of the tusks of an elephant, 

rhino and other animals.

metal type

A block with a single letter that is used for 
printing on a press.
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Jik finds a note that suggests to take a few elements 
from here...

“Old materials have magical powers and they will 
be useful to reach the different destinations during 
your long journey...” reads the note.
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sound recording

Sound recording works through the inscription 
and creation of sound waves through electrical, 
mechanical, electronic or digital means such 
as tapes, vinyl records, digital devices (PC, 
smartphones). The sounds captured can be spoken 
voices, singing, instrumental music and sound 
effects. 

photography

Photography is the creation of durable 
images through radiation, by electronic 
means (digital camera) or chemically 
through a light sensitive material such 
as photographic film.

In modern times, people 
don’t use as many materials as 
before, especially today with 
digital technology...
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film & video
Films and videos consist of a story or an 
event recorded by a camera as a set of moving 
images that can be viewed in a theatre, on 
a television screen or digital device. It can 
consist of photographic content or animated 
drawings.

personal computer
& digital media

Today tablets and smartphones can store and 
share a lot of information.

In the 70s, 80s and 90s computers were boxy 
and usualy grey or beige... flat screens did 
not exist then!

Floppy disks were popular in the past and 
could store only 1.5 mb of data!

PCs and related objects are electronic devices 
that are used for storing and processing 
information and data. They are now used 
for both personal and professional use by a 
majority of people.

newsprint

Newsprint is cheap, low quality paper that is 
used to print newspapers.
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archive
National archives can be located in special 

monuments or important buildings that have a 
historic meaning for a country. They are usually open 

to the general public but sometimes only copies of 
documents are made available to the public to protect 

the originals.

Let’s have a look at the 
places where the Memory 
of the World is kept...

university
As places for learning and researching, universities 
also play an important role in preserving important 

documents and collections by recognized individuals.

museum
A museum stores and exhibits objects of historical, 

scientific, artistic, or cultural significance.
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institution
Whether small or large, institutions and societies are 

formed by members who decide about the kind of 
documents they want to collect and keep.

government building
Parliament buildings or ministries where political 

decisions are made can also store important 
documents that relate to the country’s background.

library
A library contains a collection of books, periodicals, 

and sometimes films and recorded films for use 
or borrowing by the public or members of an 

institution.  

at home
Your home is also a place where 

many documents are located: 
family albums, diaries, videos...
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After seeing and learning many 
things, the imaginary path comes 
to an end, and then the big old box 
slowly reappears.

A big cloud forms...
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The cloud slowly goes back into the 
old box and everyone is magically 
back in the room...
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“After this little introduction you have the 
essential information to set off on this new 
adventure!” said the big old box.
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The trip begins in a rather 
unusual way... One of 
these doors has to be 
chosen as a starting point!

Tia finds a key...

Which door should be 
opened first??
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They opened a door,
went inside and...

it’s a tunnel! 
or is it a slide???
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chapter

After a bumpy and scary ride, Tia, Jik 
and PokPok manage to find an exit. 
Then they realise that they are in the 
middle of nowhere...

How will they find their way forward?
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As they walk a little further, suddenly, 
they find a bunch of maps!

And also three black dots...
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And what happens if they step on 
one of the black dots?
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Tia has gone, but to where?

Jik and PokPok have to jump in
and go find her!
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It looks like they are going in different 
places! Where are the friends 
going to reappear?
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special rituals are carried 
out by the naxi to call the 
spirits.

Tia and Jik arrive in the upper 
valley of the Yangtze river in 
southwestern China to meet the 
Naxi.

They are the descendants of 
the Qiang tribe and practice an 
ancient religion led by priests 
called Dongba.
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The Naxi have developed a 
pictographic script, a system of 
writing made with symbols and 
images. It contains 2000 different 
characters!

Naxi handwritten books are made 
with thick paper that is stitched 
together to make albums. Today, 
20,000 volumes still exist and are 
stored at the Dongba Cultural 
Institute in Lijiang. Continuous 
efforts are needed to protect the 
precious documents.
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left: inscription on a turtle plastron, 
the plastron is the lower part of a shell.

PokPok arrives in China 
too where the oracle bone 
inscriptions were found... This 
ancient writing system dates 
back 3300 years to an era that 
was called the Shang Dynasty...
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Archeologists found the objects at 
the Yin ruins in Anyang City (Henan 
Province) as they excavated the area. 

In the past, the bone inscriptions were 
made by special groups of people 
such as kings, noble ladies, royal 
family members, diviners, noblemen, 
sorcerers and local officials from 
different regions. 

Usually inscribed on turtle shell 
or animal bones, the scripts are 
important materials of study to 
understand the system of Chinese 
characters and language grammar.

The findings in the Yin ruins helped 
solve some of the mysteries of the 
Shang dynasty, particularly in terms 
of history, like human activities and 
social structure. 

inscriptions 
on a cattle 
scapula,
the scapula is 
the shoulder 
bone.

special techniques 
used to decipher 
the scripts 
inscribed on the 
bones.

excavation site of the yin ruins
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As he was checking the different pieces 
of oracle bones, PokPok finds a piece of 
paper that gives him some instructions 
on how to reunite with Tia and Jik...
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“Take the red precious stone 
that you took before leaving 
on your journey and throw it 
into this pond...” 
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They wake up and see a beautiful 
landscape, surrounded by the steppes of 
Mongolia. 

But there is no time to waste, they 
quickly resume their mission to discover 
unusual books, made with very high 
skills and precious materials.
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In the 15th and 16th centuries, people 
in Mongolia started to make books 
based on the teachings of Tibetan 
Buddhism. 

The Kanjur, which is a type of 
Buddhist religious text, is actually 
written with precious stones and 
materials - gold, silver, pearl, mother 
of pearl, turquoise, lapis lazuli, copper 
and steel were first made into powder 
and mixed with fresh spring water or 
rain water, before being combined 
with adhesives (glue) and goat’s milk 
to turn the powders into coloured 
inks for writing. 

To make the paper, certain types of 
plants were collected and mixed, 
heated and boiled with plaster before 
being laid on a framed cloth for 
drying. Sheep brain, birch, coal and 
soot were also added and combined 
in the mixture!  

The book includes images of deities and 
gods and also animals such as turtles, 
birds, tigers.

buddhist monastery 
in mongolia
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The night is already approaching and they 
have to find a place to stay. 

One of the monks kindly invited them to 
stay at the temple.

But it’s dark inside.
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They manage to fall asleep but in the 
morning, the room is even darker than last 
night. 

What happened?

Tia suggests they burn a few palm leaves 
and the tree bark that they brought along. 
As the fire burns, slowly they start to see 
around them...

It is completely empty, but on one side of 
the room, they see a door.
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The door opens to a sea of clouds... 
They look a bit strange but are smiling in a friendly way.

Suddenly they speak in unison:

“Hop on and we will take you to your next destination!”
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The soft white clouds dropped them high up on 
mountain tops. 

They discover a book about the origins of the 
Taekwondo, a martial art from Korea ...
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Mu Ye Do Bo Tong Ji is a book that 
explains the different martial arts as the 
origin of Taekwondo, a famous Korean 
self-defense technique known around 
the world. Korean martial arts were 
created in the ancient state of Kojoson 
which was founded in the early 30th 
century B.C. 

This book was printed in 1790 and 
includes illustrations by a famous 
Korean artist called Kim Hong Do. It was 
printed with woodblocks and contains 
four volumes explaining 24 fighting 
systems including fencing, boxing, and 
techniques using spears or cudgels (a 
thick stick). Other martial arts from 
neighbouring China and Japan are also 
included in the book.   

kim hong-do
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It looks like a long hike is about to begin...

The mountains look enormous and the 
three friends must keep all their strength 
to reach to the other side.
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king sejong

After crossing the mountains, they see people with 
beautiful costumes and find another book called the 
Hunmin Chongmun...
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The Hunmin Chongmun is the book that explains how to read Hangul, 
its title means “proper sounds to instruct the people”. It was introduced 
in 1443 by King Sejong to make reading and writing more accessible to 
the people.  

The printing technology with metal type (as seen on the previous pages) 
made this book possible. The book is made of 33 sheets of Korean rice 
paper...

It is said that the structure of the alphabet is so coherent that the book 
can be used even without a teacher!
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They travel further to reach Daegu, another city 
in Korea... A long time ago Korean people of all 
backgrounds joined a movement and donated many 
things to support their country’s independence.

monthly journal of the 
self-strengthening society
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seo sang-don

At the start of the Japanese colonial rule (1905-06), Japan loaned Korea 13 million won, which 
Korea could not afford to pay back. The Korean people became increasingly worried that their 
country would lose its independence because of this loan. 

After the Japanese government established several institutions to rule Korea, 400 members of 
the Gwangmunhoe (Great East Literary Association) established the Daegu County Council to 
secure Korea’s ability to remain an independent nation.

To attract more members, Seo Sang-don proposed the National Debt Redemption Movement and 
started to promote it on a national scale. 

Following his declaration, the movement grew quickly and saw the support of many citizens 
including merchants, butchers, even beggars who organised their own redemption movement 
and donated money as well as their own possessions. Newspapers worked to spread the stories 
related to the initiative and supported to further promote the movement.

Today, the documents that were produced at the time of the movement are archived in a Memorial 
Hall in Daegu.  

kim gwang-je

donation receipt
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After seeing many things in Korea, the 
companions find a boat to cross the sea...
The wind is good and the ride fairly smooth.

In a few hours they expect to see the coast 
of Japan... 
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What will they discover there?
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The three friends arrive in 
a mining town in Kyushu, 
south of Japan.

One of the miners living 
there in the 20th century 
ago was also a talented 
artist.
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Sakubei Yamamoto was a coal miner who started working as an apprentice at the 
age of 12 and continued as a blacksmith and miner until he was 63 years old. He 
recorded his life from the age of 21 through notebooks and diaries. Once retired, he 
made paintings about his memories.

During the Meiji era, coal mining changed the way of life of the Japanese people 
because it created many business opportunities to sell coal to other countries. 

The Sakubei Yamamoto collection includes 585 paintings, 6 diaries, 8 notebooks 
and 28 papers managed by the Tagawa City Coal Mining Historical Museum.  

sakubei yamamoto



92

After their brief visit to Japan, it is again 
time to navigate the seas...

So they drifted slowly...
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... to another shore somewhere far away.
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After a long journey of several days at sea, they finally arrive 
in the ancient city of Hue, where they find many materials 
that were used to make books about Vietnam.
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learning 
to read 
became more 
accessible 
but still 
many women 
did not have 
access to 
reading at 
that time.

an example of a woodblock used for 
printing ths books. 

In the 19th century, the Vietnamese 
state ordered 152 books to be printed 
for the local population. Until the 
creation of the books, the majority of 
Vietnamese people had very limited 
access to printed, written and historic 
information. 

A special office was appointed to 
research, select the information and 
then carve and print them into books. 

34555 woodblocks were used to print 
the books!
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Suddenly, the woodblock man 
started moving... He can speak?

“Surely, you are very 
tired, and you need to 
get some  energy to 
keep going... I suggest 
that you take some of 
the gold powder, and 
then sprinkle a bit of it 
on the woodblock...”
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A new map appears...
with more destinations.
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As soon as they checked the map, it 
faded away. Then a black dot appeared 
and right next to it was a big wooden 
door.
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It looks like they will have to go separate 
ways again...
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PokPok and Jik
fall down a 
steep slide!
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Tia drifts slowly on a raft 
that will take her to a canoe...
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above: pages from james cook’s journal
top: illustrations by john weber

The canoe reaches the East 
Coast of Australia, a place 
explored by Captain James 
Cook of the British Navy 
between 1768 and 1771.

james cook
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The HMS Endeavour was a research 
vessel of the British Royal Navy and its 
voyage marks the first European charting 
of the east coast of Australia and the first 
navigation around New Zealand.

The journal  explains  shipboard life in 
the 18th century, the relationship between 
Cook, his officers, his crew, scientists 
and artists who travelled together, 
experimentation with navigational 
instruments, the charting of coastlines, 
observation of the topography, flora and 
fauna, as well as information about the 
indigenous people (their social customs, 
systems, religion, physical appearance, 
etc.)

background: plan of the bay of oapoa 
(french polynesia)

poulaho, king of the friendly islands
(based on a portrait by john webber)
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Meanwhile, Jik and PokPok 
arrive in New Zealand to 
learn more about women’s 
rights and hear the specific 
details of the 1893 Women’s 
Suffrage Petition.
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women gathered to defend their rights and 
make history in new zealand.

546 sheets of paper were glued together to 
form one continuous roll of 274 meters in 
length!

With the spread of the principles of 
democracy, women started to look for 
equal opportunities as most decisions 
were taken by men. 

This movement later became known 
as “feminism” and is an influence 
around the world to this day. 

The petition led to New Zealand 
being the first country in the world to 
give women the right to vote. It was 
later followed by Australia, Finland 
and Norway. In East Asia, Japan was 
the first country in 1947, followed by 
China, and India.

Increasingly from 1893, women and 
girls pursued advanced education, 
political participation and equal 
employment opportunities. This 
increased the participation of women 
in all aspects of society.
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It’s time for the three friends to get together again.

Jik and PokPok take a raft from New Zealand and 
Tia takes one from Australia. 

Their meeting point is a bit of a journey, a long 
way to the Fiji islands!
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While Jik and PokPok play with a 
deck of cards, somewhere, many 
miles away, Tia is taking a nap...
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Once reunited in Fiji, they head to a sugar cane 
plantation.

Many years ago, people in Fiji struggled when they 
worked under strict conditions as labourers. Many of 
them came from other countries, including India.
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women were particularly vulnerable 
as they took on the lowest-paying 
jobs in harsh conditions.

The movement of people to the 
different islands led to the arrival of 
large groups of workers on colonial 
plantations that needed cheap labour. 
Similar events also took place in 
Guyana, Suriname and Trinidad and 
Tobago.

These documents recorded personal 
information about each labourer. 
They offer a perspective on the 
backdrop of colonialism and the 
realities experienced by the Indian 
workers at that time.

This migration also changed the social 
and cultural aspects of the islands.
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It is already time to leave, but this time it will take a bit 
more effort!

The three friends put on their diving gear and jump 
into the deep sea... A small submarine carries their 
bags and guides them to the next island... 
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Once on the shore, they put their clothes back on and 
receive a warm welcome in Vanuatu. The children even 
make a special performance for them!
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At the beginning of the 20th century, 
Arthur Bernard Deacon visited 
and studied the islands of Malekula 
and the New Hebrides (now called 
Vanuatu) in the Pacific. He made a lot 
of notes and drawings to describe the 
language, customs, and traditional 
tales of the people there. The islands 
are especially famous for their sand 
drawing traditions.

Today his notes and drawings are 
kept in London.



116

After enjoying the dance 
performance in Vanuatu, 
the three friends decided 
to take a rest  while gazing 
at the seascape. 

But after only a few minutes 
of calm, suddenly a map 
appears out of nowhere... 
and it can speak!
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“You have to make your way to your 
next stop: Indonesia! I will help you 
to get there...”
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The map flapped to create some 
wind over the beach sand, and 
gradually it started to swirl... 

A yellow storm carried the three 
adventurers far away...
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left:
drawing by 
Ida Madé Tlaga

And like magic, they arrive 
in Java, where the story of 
Prince Panji looking for his 
princess Candra Kirana has 
inspired many people...
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shadow puppets have 
been used to tell 
the story of panji, 
particularly in 
indonesia.

dr
aw
in
g 
by
 I
 K
et
ut
 G
ed
é

Originating from Java, the tales spread 
throughout southeast Asia and can 
be found in at least eight languages. 
The different documents cover a 
period of many centuries that dates 
back to 1696. Over 250 manuscripts 
have been identified across the world 
including in Cambodia and Malaysia.  
Panji is an example of global mythical 
love tales where many hurdles must 
be overcome before the heroes are 
reunited.

The tales have influenced other 
literary stories and also performing 
arts such as shadow plays and dance-
dramas. 
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As soon as Prince Panji’s tale ended, another old 
book appears...

It silently makes an unusual request.

Is this really going to take them to their next 
destination?
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Like magic, the book transported them to a mountain 
path in Timor Leste.

Thirty years ago this country was just about to be 
created, following some dramatic events.



125

Timor-Leste is the first nation to liberate itself 
through the power of audiovisual images. It 
was born as a new nation thanks to images 
transmitted on millions of screens, which 
conveyed the need to free a nation from turmoil 
and occupation. 

Christopher Wenner, better known as Max 
Stahl, was born in the United Kingdom. In 
1991 he went to East Timor where he lived 
and documented one of the most dramatic 
moments of the country in Dili.

His recorded documents show how people 
fought to gain their freedom through non-
violent actions and how different interventions 
eventually led to the nation’s independence. 

max stahl

people celebrating their country’s independence.
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After walking further and further into the 
mountains, the three friends suddenly see a 
strange landscape with bright yellow holes.

Pok Pok and Jik walk up to investigate what is 
hiding inside...

Music can be heard in the distance. Is it real?

It’s time to jump in and check!
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What is this wonderful 
music hovering in the 
air? There are so many 
instruments and objects 
too! 
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Jose Maceda was a musical expert who 
gathered  information on the music over 
sixty-eight different ethnic groups in various 
countries of the region. 

This collection traces the connection 
between world cultures that have shaped 
the musical landscapes over many years, 
decades, centuries in the Philippines and 
beyond. 

The collection includes 1760 hours of tape 
recordings and thousands of indigenous 
words used in their music!

a library of recording from jose maceda’s collection
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The beautiful music left the three friends in a 
jolly mood.

They find a gong hanging on a wall...

Apparently, by knocking three times 
a map is supposed to appear...
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Then a new map appears with 
instructions to go to the “pink rock”...
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It is a strange looking rock and they have 
to stand still for five seconds...

One, two, three, four...
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After the rather surprising fall, the three friends 
arrive in a lush tropical place where more 
mysterious stones can be found...
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The inscribed stone of Terengganu was 
inspired by Islam’s growing influence in the 
14th century.

The Batu Bersurat is a stone that shows the 
earliest evidence of the Jawi script, a form of 
writing that is based on Arabic. This form 
of writing gradually replaced the previous 
Hindu-derived script because of the growth 
of the Islamic influence from the Arab 
world in Malaysia. 

The stone measures 89 cm x 53 cm and 
weighs 214.8 kg. It has three sides that 
explain the different changes that happened 
in southeast Asia. 

The original location of the stone was Kuala 
Berang in Terengganu, a growing port where 
a lot of exchanges and commerce happened 
between people coming from different 
places. Chinese and Indian traders were 
passing through the port to do business.  

below: the jawi script on the stone 
was inspired by arabic script 
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After seeing the Batu Bersurat, they walk a 
little further and suddenly find a big rock 
with a hole at the top.

A long staircase goes all the way up there. 

As the most adventurous one, Tia walks up 
first, then PokPok, and Jik follows with the 
heavy suitcase.
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The top of the rock led to a dark cave, and after 
walking for some time, they saw a bright opening. 
Once outside, a Buddha statue appeared. They 
arrived in Sukhothai, Thailand...
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king ram khamhaeng

Ram Khamhaeng the Great, born 
some time between 1237 and 1247, 
was the third king of the Phra 
Ruang Dynasty ruling the Sukhothai 
Kingdom. A stone with inscriptions 
is named after him and tells about his 
role as the creator of the Thai alphabet 
and the one who spread the teachings 
of Theravada Buddhism in Thailand.

The inscription is divided into three 
parts. The first part describes the 
personal background of King Ram 
Khamhaeng from his birth to accession 
to the throne. The second part describes 
the various aspects of Sukhothai city in 
detail: physical, political and social. The 
third and fourth side glorify the King as 
the inventor of Thai scripts and his rule 
over the Kingdom. The pronoun “I” is 
absent in the last parts, this has meant 
that questions have been asked about 
whether they were written by the King’s 
successors. 
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As they leave the temple site, three talkative stones 
appear and make a strange request: they want 
to eat little balls of clay... Once fed, the stones 
promise to open the next door to Myanmar...

It’s time to take the clay out of the bag!



146

king george ii 
of england

As promised, the door opened.

The beautiful scenery of Myanmar appeared to reveal a 
story about a letter made with real gold!
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king alaungpaya 

But when it finally reached London, 
King George failed to confirm 
the reception of the letter and 
Alaungphaya, embittered about the 
absence of a reaction, resorted to the 
destruction of the English settlement 
in Negrais.

In 1756, King Alaungpaya of Myanmar sent 
this letter to King George II to offer a trade 
deal.

Through this partnership, the English could 
secure access to teak wood, an important 
material for ship building and which would 
be useful to defeat the French. In return, 
Alaungphaya hoped to receive weapons from 
the English for his wars against the Mon 
people. 

The golden letter was dispatched together 
with other letters and the journey took one 
and a half years via Madras and around the 
African continent! 
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What would naturally come after the 
golden letter? 

A golden door of course! Which itself leads 
to a floating golden path. 

This is the path that will take the three 
companions to their next destination: 

India!



150

As soon as they arrive, 
they find some palm leaf 
scriptures from South 
India... And PokPok put 
on a traditional dress!
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shiva is one of the main gods in 
the hindu religion, and is the most 
important in shaivism - he is the 
supreme being who creates, protects 
and transforms the universe. 

The manuscripts include a variety of 
contents such as hymns, legends, myths, 
literary works, poetry, traditional medicine, 
and astrology among others.

There are two types of south Indian palm 
leaves used for writing, a thin papery 
leaf (Talipot) that can be preserved for 
centuries, and a thicker, stiffer, smaller 
leaf (Palmyra) that cannot be found in 
the north and is known to last for only 3 
centuries.
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Following their visit to India, they walk all 
the way to a shore and find a mysterious 
island with a dark entrance...
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They are sucked into a tunnel.

It’s twisting further and getting narrower!
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With dizzy heads, they finally step on the shore of Sri 
Lanka, where in the 17th and 18th centuries the Dutch 
East India Company established a few of its warehouses 
and offices to trade between Asia and Europe....
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The Dutch East India Company founded 
in 1602 was the largest trading company 
operating in Asia, transporting spices, silk 
textiles, and other precious goods such 
as silver and porcelain between Asia and 
Europe. About 25 million pages of records 
of this trade have survived in repositories 
in Jakarta, Colombo, Chennai, Cape Town, 
and The Hague. They contain important 
historical sources concerning the social, 
cultural, political and economic situations of 
many countries in Asia and are considered 
to be the biggest source on early modern 
history in the region.

dutch official

left: a map of colombo
above: a map of the fort
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After looking at dozens of maps, the three 
friends walk toward a mysterious staircase...

Jik is a bit scared, but PokPok jumps straight 
in! Tia follows with her eyes closed.

It looks like the stairs are going to a dark 
underground theatre...
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It’s time to leave already, and now the 
stairs are going up! 

It’s a long way to the top.

PokPok looks like he is in a hurry!
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PokPok was in a hurry because he wanted to get a 
massage! Jik is surprised to see that Tia already knows 
about the secrets of Ayurveda medicine!

a palm leaf manuscript of the susruta
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Ayurveda is a traditional medicine system 
that uses plants and herbs. It has strongly 
influenced places such as Tibet, Central Asia, 
China, Southeast Asia, the Middle East and 
was introduced to Europe by the Portuguese 
and the Dutch in the 16th and 17th centuries.

The Susruta Samhita is a 1134-year old palm 
leaf manuscript from Nepal that records 
the knowledge of Ayurveda, including 
information about the treatment of different 
type of illnesses and also ways to perform 
surgery, for example: how to repair the nose 
and the ears!
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On a nearby mountain road, they 
find a fallen leaf with a message...

After the leaf is cut into pieces, more leaves 
appear and with a smile announce that 
behind them is the passage to Tajikistan...
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They arrive in a room full of poetry books...

It is said that a long time ago, famous poets met and 
inspired each other by writing and composing poems.
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Many people between East and West met and exchanged across Central 
Asia and the Middle East. Among them, poets such as Ubayd Zakani 
and Hafiz Sherozi were considered to be the finest examples of Persian-
Tajik writers. Their work is now preserved as part of the Kulliyat and 
Gazzalliyt manuscript. 

hafiz & ubayd

the manuscript of ubayd zakoni
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With their dreamy heads full of poetry, it’s already time 
to find the way to the next stop...

In the middle of the empty desert, Pok Pok digs a hole 
and finds an entry to a passage. 

It looks very narrow and it’s hard to see inside. Will 
they manage to fit in? Is it even possible to walk there?
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Actually, a luge is waiting for them so they jump on it.

It’s a mad ride to an unknown destination!
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That crazy ride took them to Kazakhstan!

The place looks like a desert, but in fact 
it is a dried-up sea with rusty old boats 
abandoned on the sand. 

How did that happen?
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The Aral Sea slowly disappeared because 
of human activities that used too much 
water. Since the 1960s, the flora and fauna 
of central Asia have been destroyed, 
changing the living condition of the 
people in the area. 

The ecological crisis impacted the main 
food source of the local population: 
fish. The excessive use of chemicals also 
became a toxic element for the natural 
environment and the local communities 
consumed polluted water. 

Today the revival of the sea is an issue 
that pushes people to think of solutions to 
restore a very damaged ecological system. 
The Aral Sea Archival Fond is a record of 
documents about this ecological crisis.

aerial view (before and after)
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While exploring the dried up land, the three 
friends suddenly see a sort of crack in the 
sand, with three ropes going down...

It looks like another dark space is waiting 
for them!
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The hole was not so scary 
in the end and a friendly 
camel was waiting at the 
exit. 

Walking slowly,   Tia, Jik 
and PokPok finally arrive 
at a famous mosque in 
Uzbekistan.
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The Koran is the most important text 
of the religion Islam. The version 
written on parchment prepared 
in Medinah in 651, known as the 
Mushaf of Othman, is the oldest 
copy of the Koran, therefore the 
most used and reproduced text of 
its kind. The contents were gathered 
by Khalif Othman with the help of  
four of the best Koranic experts. The 
Koran contains a universal code of 
conduct and recounts the creation 
of the World, the stages of divine 
revelation, the place of mankind in 
the Universe and its relationship to 
the Creator.  

This document is sometimes 
called the Samarkand manuscript 
because it was kept at the Khoja 
Ahrar Mosque in Samarkand over 
a period of four centuries. 

the old manuscript
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After the sun went down, a mysterious set 
of keys appears in front of a door with many 
keyholes!

Will they manage to open the door, and 
what is going to appear on the other side?
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The door opened and the warm air of Iran came through. 

Here the three friends discover a story about a special book 
with a long name: Al-Masaalik Wa Al-Mamaalik
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naskh scripts were used in the books

This book written in the 10th century was 
an important reference, especially for 
the maps that showed travel distances 
and routes within Muslim countries.

The author of the book, Istakhri, is 
considered one of the key creators of 
the science of geography in the Muslim 
world and had an influence for several 
centuries after his death. 
Many towns that appear in the book 
have since disappeared. It is therefore an 
important reference to understand the 
way of life, social structures and cultural 
identities of that time. The geography of 
dry lands, global waters, and techniques 
for drawing maps were also developed 
at that time.
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It has been a long journey, many sights were seen, 
much knowledge was collected...

Now is the final leg of the adventure!
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ludwig van beethoven
(1770-1827)

The Ninth Symphony 
of Beethoven (Germany)

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony is one of 
the best known musical compositions 
worldwide. His autograph score is part of 
the Memory of the World international 
register.

In the last movement ‘Ode to Joy’, human 
voice was included for the first time in a 
symphony. It has since become a symbol of 
peace between all nations and peoples in the 
world.

It has been a long way indeed. This place is no longer 
in Asia and the Pacific but gathers documents from 
several Western continents in one space! 
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anne frank
(1929-1945)

Diary of Anne Frank
(The Netherlands)

During World War II, Anne Frank was a 
teenager who kept a diary which revealed 
the impact of the German occupation on 
the lives of Jewish people. 

Her writings have been translated into 65 
languages and published worldwide. Her 
diary is also used in schools to teach about 
the Holocaust and discrimination.

The Wizard of Oz (USA)

This film was released just when the world 
fell into the chaos of the second world war 
in 1939 and was embraced by people of all 
ages for its message of kindness, friendship, 
courage, fortitude, love and generosity. 

The original negative films, and soundtrack 
are part of the Memory of the World 
international register.
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So far did you enjoy the journey 
exploring the Memory of the World?
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draw it here!
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chapter

After their long trip, Tia, Jik and 
PokPok are now back home and 
they are working on a new idea. 

They are going to record their own 
memory and make an archive of it!

You should make yours too!
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No need for fancy and expensive 
tools to make your ‘memory’! 

The essentials can be captured with 
just a pen and some paper, and you 
can add other basics like scissors 
and glue to create albums.

You can also grab a camera or 
smartphone to take photos or 
videos!

And if you really want to go further, 
use a laptop and printer to edit your 
work.
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Have you ever thought of all 
the stories that are part of 
your neighborhood? Do you 
know about the place where 
you live and the people who 
live near you?

Maybe it is time to investigate 
more and uncover some of 
the stories and history that 
are part of your living area!

Each street, each building, each store will 
have its own story or history. Is old or new? 
Who designed it and made it? What is its 
purpose? 

To record your surroundings, you can 
take pictures, take videos, and try to find 
information about each location by asking 
the people nearby or by searching on the 
Internet.

How much do you know about the community 
of people living in your neighbourhood? 
Where do they come from? By interviewing 
people who live near you, you may find some 
interesting stories they are willing to share.

You can take notes, record their voices or 
even make videos if they agree to be filmed!
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Do you have hidden treasures in your house? 
Special objects or albums that hold special 
stories, family background, events that have 
happened a long time before you were born.

If you take a look at albums you may see 
places or people that you don’t know. You 
can then ask your relatives about the stories 
behind the pictures and make a compilation 
of images and texts, by drawing, taking 
photos and notes....

Your older relatives such as your grandparents 
can probably share many stories of how they 
used to live in the past. Their generation lived 
in a very different way and you may learn a 
thing or two about some special ‘memories’...

Look around and see which are the oldest 
objects in your house... Do they have 
inscriptions? How old are they? What is the 
story behind them? Have they been passed 
down from one generation to the next?
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All places in the world do not have the 
same level of resources to preserve and 
keep the Memory of the World. This 
means that some countries may have a 
lot of resources to develop and preserve 
their records, while others are struggling 
to do the bare minimum because they 
do not have enough support.

To solve this issue, people from different 
countries need to work together and 
support each other. They can exchange 
information and bring their expertise 
together in order to ensure the 
preservation of important collection. 

 



199

Each country should make its own efforts 
to ensure that documentary heritage is 
appreciated and valued. It should provide as 
much access as possible to the general public. 
It also needs to encourage the next generation 
to produce future content that capture the 
important aspects of our time in history. 

You are the next generation...
And you have a role to play in this!

So let’s keep the Memory of the World alive!
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Access
The means or opportunity 
to access or retrieve 
information through a 
document or a file.

Archive
A collection of historical 
documents or records proving 
information about a place, 
institution or a group of 
people.

Archivist
A person who maintains and 
is in charge of archives.

Audiovisual 
Medium comprising both sound 
and visual information, 
which is not paper-related 
such as film, cassette 
tapes, video tapes, CDs, 
DVDs.

Authentic source
A valid and trusted place 
from where a document comes 
from.

Carrier / Medium 
The storage material used to 
record information. 

Conservation
Preservation, restoration 
and protection of valuable 
documents.

Communication
The exchange of information 
by speaking, writing or 
using some other medium.

Data
(1) The facts and numbers 
collected to use as 
reference.
(2) The quantities, 
characters, symbols stored 
by a computer.

Digital
Involving or relating to the 
use of computer technology, 
and storing of information 
through signals or data.

Document 
A piece of written, printed 
or electronic matter that 
provides information or 
evidence, or can serve as an 
official record. 

(verb) to record something 
in written, photographic or 
other form.

Hardware (computer)
The machines, wiring and 
other physical components 
of a computer or other 
electronic system. 

Heritage
Valued objects and qualities 
such as historic buildings, 
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cultural traditions or 
documents that have been 
passed down from previous 
generations.

History
The study of past events, 
particularly related to 
human affairs.
Series of past events that 
are related to a particular 
place or person.  

Information
(1) Facts provided or 
learned about something or 
someone. 
(2) What is conveyed or 
represented by a particular 
arrangement or sequence of 
things. 

Knowledge
Facts, information and 
skills acquired through 
experience or education; the 
understanding of a subject. 

Library
A building or room 
containing a collection of 
books, periodicals, and 
sometimes films and recorded 
films for use or borrowing 
by the public or members of 
an institution.   

Manuscript
A book, document or piece of 
music written by hand rather 
than typed or printed. 

Media
(1) The main means of 
mass communication 
(broadcasting, publishing, 
and the internet) regarded 
collectively.
(2) Plural form of medium

Memory 
(1) The faculty by which the 
mind stores and remembers 
information.
(2) Something remembered 
from the past.

Museum 
A building in which objects 
of historical, scientific, 
artistic, or cultural 
significance are stored and 
exhibited.

Preservation (-> conservation)
The action of maintaining 
and caring for a document.

Printing
The production of books, 
newspapers, or other printed 
material. 

Record
A thing constituting a piece 
of evidence about the past, 
especially an account kept 
in writing or some other 
permanent form

Register
(noun) An official list or 
record of names and items.

Script
Written characters using a 
particular alphabet.

Software
The programmes and other 
operating information used 
by a computer.

Sustainability
The ability to be maintained 
at a certain level.

Technology
Machinery and equipment 
developed from the 
application of scientific 
knowledge.

UNESCO
The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation.



202

60
china

62
china

68
mongolia

76
north korea

80
south korea

82
south korea

86
japan

90
viet nam

100
australia

102
new zealand

106
fiji

(joint nomination with guyana, 
surinam & trinidad and tobago)

110
vanuatu 

(joint nomination 
with the united kingdom)
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116
cambodia, indonesia, malaysia
(joint nomination with the netherlands 

and the united kingdom)

120
timor-leste

124
the philippines

134
malaysia
thailand

142
myanmar

(joint nomination with germany and 
the united kingdom)

146
india

152
india, indonesia, sri lanka 

(joint nomination with 
the netherlands and south africa)

156
pakistan
bangladesh

160
nepal

164
tajikistan

170
kazakhstan

174
uzbekistan

178
iran 

(joint nomination with germany)

184
germany

the netherlands 
the usa
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On a clear sunny day, Tia, Jik and PokPok hear a mysterious 
voice that takes them on an unexpected adventure across 
places in Asia and the Pacific and beyond. 

Their journey is filled with wonders and defining moments 
in history, a path dotted with rich encounters and precious 
memories to be shared among people of all backgrounds 
and generations.

UNESCO’s Memory of the World is a programme created in 1992 to promote preservation, 
and to raise awareness of the need to make the world’s invaluable documentary heritage 
collections permanently accessible to all. Through concerted efforts, documentary memory 
can be passed down from one generation to the next.
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